
 
 
 

October 11, 2020  Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

We have all had the experience of receiving an invitation to some celebration. Someone might invite us to join them for coffee or 
lunch. Sometimes we receive more formal invitations to a happy occasion, like a wedding, a baptism or a retirement. Parents are 
aware that their children are often invited to birthday parties of their friends and family. Today with the ease of social media, 
communication is spontaneous, various invitations can come into our email inbox for a variety of celebrations or virtual events. 
We often have to sift through the invitations and decide which ones to respond to. If a family member or a close friend has a 
really significant celebration to which we are invited, we usually want to respond to those. 
 
Our ordinary, human experience of receiving invitations can be very much at the heart of our faith as well. When we look through the 
gospels, Jesus’ primary way of relating to people was to invite them, to eat, to listen, to experience or to become his disciples. We often 
hear of Jesus calling people along his journey to the cross. By reading sacred scripture we are able to recognize Jesus as constantly 
inviting people. He said to a group of fishermen, ‘Follow me’, or ‘Come and see’. Jesus did not compel people to follow him, He just 
kept inviting. Even as he hung from the cross, he was still inviting. In John’s Gospel we see him inviting the good thief into paradise, we 
see him inviting us into his family. “Woman behold your son. After that, he said to the disciple: Behold your mother…”. (John 19: 26-27) 
 
When he rose from the dead he still went out into the world and invited, even on the road to Emmaus. Through the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, he continues to invite us all the time. When Jesus’ invitation is rejected by us, like in the parable today, it brings him great 
sadness.  We remember in scripture, once he turned to the city of Jerusalem, and lamented, “O’ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that 
kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I wanted to gather your children together as a hen gathers her 
chicks under her wings, and you would not let me. (Matthew 23:37). ‘You were not willing’! You see my brothers and sisters; the Lord 
needs our faithful willingness. We cannot respond to Jesus’ invitations with wishy- washy faith. He wants us to accept wholeheartedly 
with a free and loving response. 
 
The Lord’s Invitation, theme runs within two of this Sunday’s readings. In the first reading and the gospel reading there is an invitation 
to a abundant feast. There is a wonderful description of a holy banquet in the first reading, with its ‘rich and juicy food’ and its ‘pure 
choice wines’, a banquet of life where death has no place. The invitation to the wedding banquet in the gospel reading sounds just as 
good. ‘My oxen are fattened, cattle have been slaughtered, everything is ready, Come to the wedding’. This image of this banquet is 
saying something about the nature of the Lord’s invitation to us. Sitting around a table is more than just sharing food?  We know in our 
families it is essential to gather with food. When we share table fellowship with others, either good or bad, it is an experience of 
intimacy, of friendship, of trust, even on occasion, reconciliation, a time of healing and forgiving. 
 
The Lord’s constant invitation to us is always an invitation to communion. He invites us into communion with himself and with others 
who have received the same invitation from him as we have. His invitation is always a call to grow in our communion both with himself 
and with the church, faithful followers of Jesus Christ. It is this experience of communion with the Lord and with each other that we are 
all invited into.  
 

However, as we know, some invitations will be refused. In the parable Jesus gives today, people started making excuses at the 
last minute, just as the meal was ready. ‘I have a farm to go to; I have a business to go to’. The host after being angry and upset, 
went out and invited others who would be happy to be invited to the banquet hall. We can all sometimes fail to hear the Lord’s 
invitation. We get overly absorbed by what we think is important, but is not of ultimate importance to the Lord, so, we miss 
something even more important, Gods abundant grace.  Sometimes we come to the wedding feast as the gospel points out, not 
properly disposed and have to be turned away. That is why, every so often, we just need to step back a little from our busy lives 
and allow ourselves to hear again the Lord’s invitation to celebrate that great communion with himself and his chosen people. 
“Many are invited, but few are chosen.” Let us not get caught up with the many but be invited among the few. 
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