
 
 
 

November 1, 2020  Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 
TELL THE STORY! “By and by, when the morning comes, When the saints of God are gathered home, We will tell the story how we've overcome; We will 

understand it better by and by.” So goes the chorus of the hymn entitled, “When the Morning Comes.” It was written by Rev. Albert Tindley in 1905. He      

was a self-educated son of a slave and a free woman. He became a Methodist minister, known for his powerful sermons that appealed to black and white 
congregations at the height of the Jim Crow era. He published volumes of sermons and hymns that are staples in worship services today. The hymn 

reflects our celebration of All Saints; that is, all of God’s people who have persevered through the trials of this life to glorify God in heaven. The blood of 
martyrs is the seed of the Church. We believe that those who suffer and die and live the Gospel of Jesus Christ will have everlasting life. That is why we 

have to tell their story. We have to tell the story of St. Augustine, St. Anthony of the Desert, St. Moses the Ethiopian St. Josephine Bakhita, St. Maurice,       
St. Augustine, St. Cyril of Alexandria. We have to tell the story of Servant and of God Sr. Thea Bowman, Venerable Henriette Delille, Servant of God Julia 

Greeley, Servant of God Mother Mary Lange, Venerable Augustus Tolton, and Venerable Pierre Toussaint. When we tell their stories, how they suffered      
for righteousness, we spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The image of the Saints in John’s visions encourages us to be prepared to meet opposition and suffer persecution for our faith. Telling the stories of the 
saints inspires us to imitate those who have gone before us. 

In verses 2-14, John tells the stories of the holy ones. He describes the second vision of John in which he sees a huge number of faithful Christians in white 

robes as a sign of their victory over their enemies. The seal of the living God that they wear identify them as, the “holy ones”, who were loyal to the true 
God. Verses 9-14 show the triumphant elect, a great multitude praising God with palm branches that are symbols of joy and victory. The identity of those 

victorious happy people is revealed in verse 14. These are those who survived, that is, remained faithful, during the fierce persecution. This is a reference 
to the persecution of Christians by the Romans. Many of us suffer daily for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Like the holy ones, we survive the lies, violence, and 

persecutions of this world. We too share in fellowship of Christ’s sufferings. We have also been washed in His Blood. We have to tell our story as we imitate 
the holy ones. 

TELL THE STORY! Telling the stories of people who have remained faithful to the Gospel of Jesus Christ is part of the Great Commission. Their stories are 
illustrations of how God loves us. According to Franciscan Media, the first celebration honoring all saints occurred in the early fourth century by a 

commemoration of “all martyrs.” After several waives of invaders plundered the catacombs in Rome, Pope Boniface IV gathered up some 28 wagonloads of 
bones and reinterred them beneath the Pantheon, a Roman temple dedicated to all the gods. The Solemnity of All Saints is a celebration of the life of those 

who have lived their Christian life according to the ideals Christ presented in the Beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount. This is why their stories must be 
told. Living according to the Beatitudes is a foretaste of the joy that will be in heaven. We must create our own stories of a life of joy that reflects the 

Beatitudes. 

In the Beatitudes, Jesus inaugurates a new way of living. It is from a perspective of hope and not disappointment. The blessedness expresses a profound 
happiness. It is the joy that is the foundation of existence which comes from God. It is experiencing God in our daily lives. The poor in spirit who will inherit 

the kingdom are those who are poor through no fault of their own, who labor under servile, or abusive conditions (v. 3). It also refers to those who are not 
attached to material wealth. They will be rich and independent in the kingdom of God. We must tell their story. Those who mourn are those who bear the 

burden of pain and grief in this world. It is in their grief that they experience the comforting presence of God. Their sorrow will be changed to joy in the 
kingdom to come. The source of this beatitude may be the prophecy of Isaiah 61:1-3, in which he foretold that the humble, the sorrowful and the broken 

hearted would be freed when the Messiah would come. (See Luke 4:18-21) We need to tell the story of those who mourn. Those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness are those who are anxious to serve God in spirit and truth (v. 6).  They will receive an abundant reward in the next life. Those who are 

persecuted for the sake of the Kingdom of God will dwell in that kingdom (v. 10).  
 

We must tell the stories of; Servant of God Sr. Thea Bowman, Venerable Henriette Delille, Servant of God Julia Greeley, Servant of God Mother Mary Lange, 

Venerable Augustus Tolton, and Venerable Pierre Toussaint. They hungered and thirsted for righteousness. 
The pure of heart, the merciful, and the peacemakers all have the mind and heart of God (vv 7-12). They show compassion to others. They live a life of 

service to God by serving others. They may appear to be losers to those who do not know God, but to Christians, those who live the Beatitudes know God. 
Those who live with the “attitude” of God will receive their white robe of victory. 
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