
 

 
 
 

November 22, 2020 Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe  

You might have had the experience of doing something for somebody and only later discovering that it meant far more to them than you 

realized at the time you did it? We are not always aware of the good we might be doing. We don’t always appreciate how significant our 

actions are for others or how much our presence means to them. In some ways that can be a good thing, because it can prevent us from 

becoming too proud, or taking ourselves too seriously.  Sometimes, a simple smile can cheer a person having a bad day. A visit can be just 

what the doctor ordered for someone lonely or depressed. Calling to check on an elder or sibling can make their day. It is sometimes the little 

things that we cherish the most. In other ways it may not be a good thing because we can fail to value gifts in ourselves that others value 

more. We may be tempted to give up doing something that people really value because we are unaware of how significant it might be to 

them. We may think we are doing nothing particularly worthwhile, or think that we are becoming a bother, when in fact we may be doing 

something of real value. 

As we meditate on these two assemblies of people in this gospel parable. The first assembly were amazed to discover that what they had 

done in life was far more significant than they had realized. Only at the end of their lives did they understand that their ordinary simple acts of 

kindness and consideration were in fact serving the Lord. To their amazement, they discovered that there was a much deeper aspect to what 

they were doing than they had ever supposed. In serving their neighbors, they were, in reality engaging in faithful service to Christ Jesus. 

“When did we see you?… ” they asked the Son of Man. His reply was, “In so far as you did this to one of the least, you did it to me.” What 

they did in a simple act of Christianity in a way that turned out to have redemptive significance.  This first assembly in dealing with the 

brokenness, troubles and misfortunes of their neighbors, were in reality, dealing with the Lord’s call to discipleship. What they had been doing 

was far more significant than they could ever have imagined, and the blessings go far beyond what they intended at the time. “…but the 

righteous to eternal life.” 

It can be difficult for us to realize that in our ordinary relations with each other we are in a real sense dealing with the Lord, and that is 

especially true when we are encountered with others in all their brokenness and neediness. It is in our ordinary, everyday service to others 

that we are responding to the Lord. The care that someone gives to a sick relative is care given to the Lord, whether that is realized by the 

receiver or not. The welcome we give at OLPH church, to a stranger who feels uneasy in a new environment is a welcome given to the Lord. 

The way we relate to prisoners or ex-prisoners, homeless and marginalized, reveals how we choose to relate to the Lord. 

In the parable, Jesus doesn’t make a distinction and say, “I was imprisoned for no good reason and you visited me,” or he doesn’t say, “I was 

imprisoned because of my witness to God and you visited me.” No, it is much simpler than that, “I was in prison,” is all he says.  You see 

Jesus makes no attempt to differentiate one prisoner from another or one crime from another. How we treat our prisoners, regardless of what 

they have done, is a commentary on how we treat the Lord himself.  When I did prison ministry, this attitude toward our brothers and sisters 

went a long way in helping them to trust God and mankind. It gave a feeling of being connected to their faith, family and friends, even as they 

were imprisoned.  

Jesus, in the gospel reading gives no encouragement to the second assembly who in having the attitude of  “lock them up and throw away the 

key”.  As a Christians, we should constantly ask ourselves, have we lived in goodness to the least of our brothers and sisters. Or have we 

lived like the second group, have we forsaken God and neighbor. Let our hearts be always moved by the sacred words of this parable. 

“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for the least of your brothers and sisters, you did for me.”  
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