
 

 
 
 

November 8, 2020  Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 
The lesson of the parable from today’s gospel, I think, focuses on the difference between wisdom and 

foolishness, between being a wise virgin or a foolish one. But if we are going to understand how the 

parable distinguishes between wisdom and foolishness, we have to understand what the oil that the 

virgins are expected to have signifies, in the parable. In every parable we can hear there are significant 

persons, events or articles that we must pay attention to. In today’s gospel it’s the bridegroom and the 

virgins in their lack of responsibility to buy extra oil for their lamps. 

The oil, in commentaries, is meant to represent the joy of waiting on Christ, the light, in which we are 

called to shine in our lives. What this parable tells us is that a moment will come in our lives when we 

will need that (joy) oil, and either we will have it, or we will not have it. If the moment comes and we 

have that joy and light, we will be considered wise and prepared. But if the bridegroom comes and we 

have no oil, we will be considered foolish. The parable is steadfast that we should not presume that we 

can find joy (oil) at the last minute. That is why the bride groom comes at midnight in today’s parable. 

You see, the foolish virgins had presumed that if they ran out of oil they could go and buy some more. 

Although we watch in sadness as they go off to do just that, however, we know no one is going to sell 

them oil at that hour. The hard message of today’s parable is that if the moment comes that we need oil 

and we do not have it; we are unlikely to find it. This is why the parable encourages us to store up the 

joy and light of Christ today while we have time. We must be prepared for when Christ comes. 

Matthews gospel (24:36) put it clearly, as it warns us we know not the day or the hour, when the Lord 

will arrive. 

We Christians can acknowledge that our parents, spouses, siblings and children are blessings from 

God. We take delight in learning, loving and watching them grow and be founded in their love. As we 

know there are many things in life we must be prepared for and attentive too. We have to be attentive 

to our career, to our family and friends, to our own relationship with God, the need for prayer and 

relaxation. But when the day comes to leave our parents’ home, to share our lives with others; drive a 

son or daughter to college for the first time, to say goodbye to loved ones in death, O’ how wise will 

we be if we have stored up the (joy) oil of those relationships. On that day we will be considered wise 

because we have taken the time with our relationships, discussed important issues, shared hurt and pain 

and built up a love for each other that will last. 

As scripture tells us, we and not even the angels, will know the hour at which the bridegroom will 

come. Let us not be locked out of the eternal wedding feast because of our foolishness in life. To not 

be prepared after all that Christ has taught us is foolish. That is why today’s gospel encourages us to 

store up joy and Christs’ light today, to express our love to one another now, to celebrate our blessings 

while we can. Because the time will come when we will need our lamps to have light and our hearts to 

have joy, and we will either have it, or we will not. But how wise the followers of Christ will be, when 

that moment comes, and we realize that we have more than enough oil to light our lamps and enter the 

wedding feast before the door is locked.  
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