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We all have experienced people who think that they are fooling others, especially among our peers at 
work. Whenever they are asked to do a task, they say,”yes” immediately showing how conscientious they 
are, but quickly ignores the request. They try to be popular by creating the impression that they are so 
obliging and dedicated to their work. However, in reality, they have no commitment to work, but only to 
promoting themselves. Their word means nothing and is not credible to anyone. Some colleagues may 
not step up to the plate as fast, but at least they are honest about their lack of interest.  

While the second son initially impressed the father in today’s Gospel because of his apparent willingness 
to do what he was asked to do, his credibility diminished when the father realized that he was not a man 
of his word. The first son, was honest, and just said “I will not”, but realizing he loved his father and went 
and did what he asked, we all know persons who are like that. They are just being difficult, but actually 
have good intentions. We may even be like that sometimes ourselves! 

 

Our word should matter greatly in our relationships, whether in our family or at work or among our 
friends or even with God. When we do not have our word, then we have nothing because we cannot be 
trusted with even the smallest responsibility. We become unreliable, like the second son in the gospel 
parable today, of the father asking his two sons to work in his vineyard. The father depended on him. But 
he assumed that he could easily fool his father. His word was meaningless and he lacked sincerity. 

The parable teaches us that it was the first son, who initially said ‘No’ but then thought better of it, who 
actually did what the father requested. That son had undergone conversion. He had the honesty and the 
humility to realize his mistake and to change his decision. He became reliable. 

Reliable discipleship, is a desirable character trait for all faithful Christians. Otherwise, people are wasting 
their time with us. God depends on each one of us to help him achieve his plan for the salvation of all 
people, just as the father in the gospel parable depended on his two sons. Through evangelization, 
faithful teaching, preaching and service of other, God depends on us to live up to our Christian word 
(witness) to be reliable disciples working in the vineyard. We can sometimes easily say ‘Yes’ to God 
without meaning what we say, then our word becomes meaningless.  

The parable of the father and the two sons challenges us to do God’s will in action and in word. This 
requires that, like the first son, we are continually open to the possibility of conversion in our lives and 
that we are honest and humble enough to change our decisions when we recognize that they are wrong 
decisions, especially in matters relating to our salvation and the salvation of others. Let us be people of 
our word, asking ourselves, how  do we speak to our loved ones, to our friends, to our colleagues at work, 
how do we speak to God? Let us decide to be honest and humble enough to undergo conversion every 
day and to change our wrong decision. 
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