
 

 
 

 
January 17, 2021  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  
 

“I have called you by your name; you are mine.” (Isaiah 43:1) 

Remembering people’s names is sometimes difficult, what a problem this can be; even with the best of 

intentions, even when we are really interested in someone and recall the actual person, the name can elude 

us. This does not mean we don’t care or have a relationship with the person. 

God knows each individual by name totally, intimately, always. None of us is ever ignored by him; like the 

birds of the air, and all created things, we are forever in God’s mind, under his care (Mat. 10:29.) Even the 

person of no particular significance is still in Gods eyes, the poor and marginalized who lives in the 

shadows of oppression — even they are precious in the eyes of God, perhaps more precious than anyone 

can suspect. 

Samuel, in today’s first reading, stands for all the insignificant and forgotten people. Just a boy, with no 

high illusions about himself, a servant and apprentice to the old man Eli; he slept at night in a little room, 

at the religious shrine of Israel. Suddenly, in the middle of the night, he heard God calling him by name; 

eventually Samuel recognizes that the call is from God, and not just from the priest Eli, so he submits 

himself heart and soul to listen to God’s word. Only then did Samuel discover his own potential, his new 

identity in the Lord and, the role he was to fulfill in life. 

Some of us may have a strong or false sense of our own identity. Our self-understanding derives exclusively 

from our own achievements, failures, efforts and ambitions; God’s plan for us hardly enters the picture at 

all or we dismiss it as too uncertain or too “spiritual” and distant from the reality of daily life.  

 Faith, on the contrary, insists that God calls us into relationship with himself on a day to day basis, always 

offering us life, and by the Holy Spirit prompting us to live our life worthily in God’s sight. To be called by 

name, for the believer, specifically in a relationship with Christ our Lord is what is at the heart of our 

Christian identity. Not only are we called by name to a relationship with Jesus, we become “members of his 

body,” sharers in his spirit.  

Through prayer we can sometimes experience the rich privilege of belonging to Christ. Most often, it is in 

the dark moments of life, on our faith journey, that we come believe in his love and sacrifice. In the 

ordinary path of life, we are called to live up to the standards of love and truth set by the Spirit of Jesus 

Christ. This is the call of our real Christian vocation; and only by trying to live out that vocation call, are we 

worthy to hear our name. It is our prayer that we hope to discover our full identity through God’s presence. 

Either on faiths journey or when this life is over and he calls us by name into the next life. “Speak Lord for 

your servant is listening.” Like Peter and Samuel in today’s readings, God can transform our lives, if we are 

only attentive to his call. 
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