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It is all too easy for us to become set in our ways. We have certain ways of doing things and    

it can be easy to stay with those ways and rather difficult to change from them. We develop 

particular routines in our life and those routines keep us going. It often takes someone else or 

situations in life to broaden our horizons a little, to open us up to areas of life that we would 

never otherwise have ventured into. We each might be able to identify such people in our own 

encounters, those who introduced us to something that proved to be very enriching and that 

helped us to grow as human beings. 

Jesus was such that person for the two sets of brothers in today’s gospel. Peter, Andrew, 

James and John, lived in a world that was very much defined by the Sea of Galilee, they were 

fishermen. The tools of their trade were their boats and their nets; the fruit of their trade was 

the fish that they caught and the money they received for selling the fish. They had every 

reason to believe that this would always be their way of life. Their lives had a very particular 

purpose and they probably intended go on making a living by fishing until they were too old 

or sick to work. Then, one day Jesus entered their lives and the impact he had on them was 

such that they left their boats and their nets, and even their families, to follow this man and  

to share in his mission. ‘Follow me and I will make you fishers of people’, he said to them. 

Instead of gathering fish into their nets, they would now share in Jesus’ work of 

evangelization.  It is hard to imagine a greater change, that of service, than the one which 

today’s gospel puts before us. 

Jesus, simply invited, ‘Follow me’.  This is the same message given to each one of us as well. 

In our case that call will not mean leaving our home or jobs, if we are fortunate enough to 

have one, or, much less, leaving our families. Yet, the call of Jesus to follow him will always 

involve the opening up of some new understanding. In calling on us to follow him, Jesus is 

always opening us up to a relationship with God, and God’s plan for life. This will often mean 

looking  at the different way we do things, the routines that we have built up that seem to 

keep us going, the  habits that we have become used to and have learnt to live by. The Lord’s 

call to follow him is spoken to us every day of our lives. It will mean something different every 

day, but it is always a call to keep making a new beginning in some way or other, to keeping 

setting out on a new journey, which is the mission to do good towards other people in selfless 

love, a journey towards a better understanding of our call to discipleship. This is the Good 

News, we are called to share, Let us go then and Follow Christ Jesus. 
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