
 

 
 

 
February 28, 2021      Second Sunday of Lent  
 

If any one of us were to reflect on the past number of years of our lives, we would more than likely be able to identify times 
when we struggled, when life was difficult, and other times when we were happy and at peace. 

Last Sunday the gospel reading recalled before us a testing time in the life of Jesus with Satan, an experience of struggle   
in the wilderness. This Sunday the gospel reading presents us with a very different moment in Jesus’ life, a time when his 
experience of God, his Heavenly Father calling his name in love and instructed us to listen to him. Jesus experienced this 
encounter of transfiguration with God. 

Most of us find it easier to identify with Jesus in the wilderness kind of experience that we usually have in our lives. Painful 
experiences have a way of staying with us long after we have moved on from them. Today’s gospel reading, however, 
invites us to recall our mountain- top experiences that we have had in the course of life’s journey. These are the times 
when, in the words of Peter in today’s gospel reading, we say, ‘it is good we are here’.  So, exactly what was it about his 
experience on the mountain that made Peter say that? 

The glory of God shone through Jesus in a way that had never happened before. On the mountain top they had an 
experience of God’s presence in Jesus. We can safely say that they had a little taste of heaven. The experience was so 
wonderful that they did not want to come down the mountain, no more I believe, than our loved ones in heaven would    
want to come back to earth.  

If we take the time to reflect on those experiences in our own lives that made us say, ‘it is wonderful for us to be here’, we 
can   be assured in some way we have had an experience of God. We don’t necessarily have to go up to Great Falls to 
have such experiences. We can be fortunate enough to experience something of God’s loving presence in and through the 
people that cross our path in life. God can touch our lives in ways that do not directly involve other people. Time on our own 
in the presence of creation can leave us with a really deep feeling of wonder and gratitude. Our heart tells us, ‘it is good for 
us to be here’: When happiness of heart is contentment. 

These experiences are ultimately experiences with God. When we spend time alone in quiet prayer as the Lenten season 
encourages us, we can be aware of Gods presence that leaves us with a sense of being deeply loved, in spite of the pain 
and loss we may be experiencing in our life. Any experience of God, any life-giving and life-affirming experience, is 
ultimately an anticipation of the Kingdom of Heaven alive in God’s presence.  

At our baptism we set out on our journey of faith and at the end of that journey when God call us home, is our 
transfiguration. As Paul says in his letter to the Philippians, (3: 20-21), “Our commonwealth is in heaven, and from there   
we are expecting a Savior… who will change our lowly bodies to be like his own glorious body…” On our journey to 
Salvation, hopefully we will have our own experience with Christ; we will experience grace-filled moments. I can assure   
you that you are more likely to have such moments if we do what was asked of Peter, James and John on the mountain,     
if we listen to the voice of Jesus. When we are attentive enough to our listening heart, which will allow us to be touched by 
the divine reality that God is constantly with us in all things, if we allow Him. 
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