
 

 
 

 
March 14, 2021      Fourth Sunday of Lent  
 

On an occasion in John 8:12, Jesus says of himself: ‘I am the light of the world’. In today’s gospel 
reading, Jesus says again with reference to himself: ‘Light has come into the world’. The gospel 
reading also declares that the light that has come into the world in the person of Jesus is the light of 
God’s love. In one of the most memorable statements of the New Testament, the gospel reading 
declares, ‘God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son so that everyone who believes in 
him… may have eternal life’. Indeed, the gospel reading states that God ‘sent his Son into the world 
not to condemn the world’. The light of Jesus, rather, is the inviting light of God’s love, calling out to 
us to come and to allow ourselves to be cleansed from our sinfulness by this light, and promising 
those who accept the light, they will share in God’s own life, both here and now and also after death 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

At the beginning of today’s gospel reading, Jesus speaks of himself as the Son of Man who must be 
lifted up. It was on the cross that Jesus was lifted up, and it was above all at that moment that the 
light of God’s love shone most brightly. It is an oxymoron that those who attempted to extinguish 
God’s light shining in Jesus only succeeded in making that light of sacrificial love shine all the more 
brightly by his suffering and death. 
 

God’s gift of his Son to us was not in any way prevented by the rejection of his Son. God’s giving 
continued as Jesus was lifted up to die, and God’s giving found further expression when God raised 
his Son from the dead and gave him to us as our risen Lord and Savior. Here indeed is a New Way 
Forward, a light that darkness cannot overcome, a love that human sin cannot extinguish. This is the 
fundamental message of today’s gospel. This is why the fourth Sunday of Lent is known as Laetare 
Sunday, Rejoice Sunday. We celebrate with anticipation the Joy of the Paschal Season and the 
Resurrection. 
 

As we have been going through this difficult Covid-19, experience and darkness seems to envelope 
us, it can be tempting to think that we will never see the light again. This is the mood that is 
captured in today’s responsorial psalm: ‘By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat and wept’.  
 

Today’s readings assure us that there is a light that shines in the darkness and that the darkness will 
not overcome, a light that heals and restores, in the words of today’s second reading, a light that 
brings us to life with Christ and raises us up with him. It shines in a special way whenever we 
celebrate the Eucharist. As we continue to journey through lent, following a New Way Forward. We 
gather around the table of the word and the table of the Eucharist, the light of God’s love revealed 
in the death and resurrection of Jesus shines upon whatever darkness we may be struggling with in 
our lives. 
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