
 

 
 
 

August 01, 2021        Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

We know it appears that in today’s world many things are not made to last. Take our modern buildings for example, how fast 

they are built and take down. In D.C we live in a city with some beautiful buildings that are centuries old. The old Smithsonian 

Palace, the National Capital, The White House, they are hundreds of years old now. I wonder how many of the buildings that 

have gone up in recent years in the city will still be there in three hundred years time. Much of what we buy today, like furniture 

for our homes, does not seem to last very long either. The clothes that we wear have a shorter life span compared to a 

generation or two ago. We live in a throwaway society, even if some of what is made today will last into the future, we won’t 

know. There are probably some things in our own time that will have an enduring value. They will last because their value is 

great to the people who possess them and protect their investment. 

On our journey through life we tend to seek out what might be of lasting value because we sense that it can enrich us and make 

us better human beings. Having found something of real value we often return to it, whether it is a book, a poem, a piece of 

music, a painting or a building. We know from experience that what we really value are not so much objects or things but 

people. A good friend is worth so much more to us than a good book, or a good piece of music, or a good painting. There is 

nothing more valuable to parents than their children. For those who are in love, their treasure is the beloved. Everything else is 

on a much lesser scale of value. We want the people we value to last forever, which is why the death or the loss of a loved one 

is such a devastating experience. 

In today’s gospel the crowds of people whom Jesus fed in the wilderness come back, looking for him, wanting more of this 

bread he had provided. Jesus takes the opportunity to point them towards what is more enduring. His advice is, ‘do not work for 

food that cannot last, but work for food that endures to eternal life.’ The thought of Jesus is not the mere thinking about life of 

this world but that of eternity. When he speaks of what truly lasts, he means that what lasts into eternity. For Jesus what is of 

lasting value is not just what is remembered for generations into the future, but what will continue to have value into eternity. It is 

hard to keep the future of heaven and of eternity before us, especially in these times with space travel, and our universe seems 

so limitless in reality. Yet the message of Jesus is a message of life in eternity. Certainly he takes his earthly life very seriously; 

he has invested himself in showing us how to live in this life, by his teaching, his way of relating to others. He gave himself over 

to meeting the basic needs of those he encountered. He healed the sick; he comforted the bereaved; the fed the hungry; he 

befriended the lonely. He told us to do the same and declared that what we do for others we do for him. Yet, all the time the 

backdrop was an eternal life in the “Kingdom of Heaven”. In living in this way, we are preparing ourselves to live forever. Those 

who live by the values of the kingdom of God will inherit the kingdom of God. 

Jesus spoke of himself as the way, the truth and life. He is the way to live in this life; he shows us how to live well. Thereby, he 

is also the way to eternal life; those who follow in his way will live forever. Jesus is concerned about what endures not just into 

successive generations but what endures into eternity. He understood that we have been created by God to live forever and he 

came to show us how to attain that eternal life and to empower us to attain it. That is why he speaks of himself in the gospel as 

the bread of life. He endures into eternity and those who receive him in faith and walk in his way will also endure into eternity. If 

we come to him and stay with him our deepest hungers and thirsts will be satisfied in this life and more fully in the next. When 

we think about what endures, we are to think first of Jesus. He is the gateway to having everlasting life, for ourselves and for all 

our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
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