
 
 

 
September 12, 2021        Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Jesus asks many questions of others during his public ministry. Some of his questions are very probing, such as his 
opening question in the gospel of John, addressed to the disciples of John the Baptist, ‘What are you looking for?’ In today’s 
gospel reading, Jesus asks two questions of his disciples. The first question, ‘Who do people say I am?’ concerns other 
people’s views of him, which the disciples answer relatively easily. However, the second question is much more probing, 
‘Who do you say that I am?’ It is one of those questions of Jesus’ that hangs in the air for all of us. Each one of us is asked 
to answer that question for ourselves. It is not just a question that is looking for an answer. It addresses our heart as well as 
our head. In asking, ‘Who do you say I am?’ Jesus is asking ‘Who am I for you?’ ‘What place do I have in your Christian 
life?’  
 

The answer Peter gave to Jesus’ question was in fact correct, “you are the Christ”. However, Peter’s answer left open the 
further question of what kind of Christ Jesus would be. Jesus immediately began to give his own answer to that disturbing,  
underlying, question that they wanted to ask. He went on to speak of himself as the Son of Man who would suffer greatly, 
who would be rejected by the religious authorities and be put to death by the Roman authorities, before rising to new life on 
the third day. This was Jesus’ own answer to the question he put to his disciples. It was an answer that was too painful for 
Peter to live with. He was much more comfortable telling Jesus who he thought he was, ‘You are the Christ’, than listening 
to Jesus telling him who he really was, a Christ who would be rejected and be put to death. 
 

The gospel reading gives us a hint that Jesus was very interested in the thinking of the people, that was at the root of how 
people both spoke and acted around him. He wanted his followers to have a solid understanding on seeing things from 
God’s perspective. That is why Jesus invested a lot of time and energy in teaching his disciples. In his teaching he was 
trying to communicate his own knowledge and perspective to his disciples, so that his mindset would become theirs as well. 
Furthermore, today’s gospel reading Jesus teaches that remaining true to God’s calling and getting involved in God’s work 
will often mean traveling the way of the cross. He was teaching his apostles that they must be ready to choose the way he 
would die, if remaining faithful to God’s values, as Jesus reveals to them, requires suffering. Faced with such teaching, 
Jesus’ disciples showed themselves to be reluctant learners. They resisted his teaching; Jesus struggled to change their 
very human way of thinking. 
 

If today’s second reading declares that how we act is more significant than how we speak, in revealing our relationship with 
God, then the gospel reading suggests that more important than both is how we think. Our way of thinking about God, our 
understanding of God, will invariably influence what we say and what we do. A distorted understanding of God can do great 
damage, as we know. Thinking correctly about God has always been a valuable virtue in Christianity. We are encouraged to 
bring our minds to bear on who God is, who Jesus is, on what it means to be a follower of Jesus. Our faith must always be a 
faith that seeks understanding. When it comes to God and Jesus, all of us will remain learners, including us who have the 
ministry of teaching within the church. This kind of learning is not just a human endeavor; it has to be a grace filled endeavor 
prompted by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Through today’s gospel, Jesus calls on Peter and the other disciples, as well as us, to change our way of thinking. This 
change Jesus calls for was a long time in coming, according to Mark’s gospel. Jesus’ efforts to teach his disciples continued 
to meet with resistance and reluctant acceptance. Yet, he persevered with them. We too can be slow learners when it 
comes to the things of God. Yet, the Lord perseveres with us as well. Jesus remains our teacher; he continues to give us 
the Spirit of Truth who will lead us into seeking the complete truth. What he looks for from us is our openness to being led 
by the Spirit and to grow in faith and knowledge. 
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