
 

 
 

In celebration of Black History Month, we will profile 2 figures or moments that have made significant 

contributions to   the Black Community and United States history.  And just for fun, we will include a Black 

History Quiz. We hope that these items will encourage you to remember, learn it, live it, make it and pass it. 

History that is not celebrated and remembered accurately will be lost.

 
 
SHIRLEY ANITA 

CHISHOLM was an 

American politician, 

educator, and author. In 

1968, she became the 

first black woman elected 

to the United States 

Congress. She became 

the first black candidate for a major-party 

nomination for President of the United States, and 

the first woman to run for the Democratic Party's 

nomination. She was a founding member of both the 

Congressional Black Caucus and the National 

Women's Political Caucus. Shirley Chisholm was 

noted for her support for women's rights, her 

advocacy of legislation to benefit those in poverty, 

and her opposition to the Vietnam War. 

 

Of her legacy she said, “I want history to remember 

me not just as the first Black woman to be elected to 

Congress, not as the first Black woman to have 

made a bid for the presidency of the United States, 

but as a Black woman who lived in the 20th century 

and dared to be herself.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DR. DANIEL HALE 

WILLIAMS was a 

pioneer in the field of 

medicine. An African 

American doctor, in 

1891, Williams opened 

Provident Hospital, the 

first medical facility to 

have an interracial staff. 

He was also one of the first physicians to 

successfully complete pericardial (open heart) 

surgery on a patient. Williams later became chief 

surgeon of the Freedmen’s Hospital. 

 

Williams worked diligently on revitalization, 

improving surgical procedures, increasing 

specialization, launching ambulance services, and 

continuing to provide opportunities for Black 

medical professionals, among other feats. In 1895, 

he co-founded the National Medical Association, a 

professional organization for Black medical 

practitioners, as an alternative to the American 

Medical Association, which didn’t allow African 

American membership. 

 

His motto was, “There is only one way you can 

succeed and that is to override the obstacles in your 

way with the power that is within you.” 

 

Trivia Quiz (answers not found above) 

 

1. At which Greensboro, North Carolina, department store did college students stage sit-ins to integrate 

it lunch counter?  

a. Macy’s b. Sears  c. Woolworth  d. JC Penney 

2. He was the first Black head coach in the National Football League.  

a. Douglas Wilder b. Bo Johnson c. Fritz Pollard d. Herschel Walker 

3. How many African Americans have served in the US Senate since it first convened?  

a. 6  b. 11  c. 16  d. 21 

 

ANSWERS: 1. C, 2. C, 3. B 


