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We open our Gospel today with a happy encounter between Jesus and his apostles on the lakeshore.  
He appears to them again, so that they will have no doubt that he is risen from the dead. The meeting 
includes a miraculous catch of fish, followed by the human touch of Jesus preparing breakfast for the 
apostles. Meeting him again after the Passion healed all Peter’s feelings of guilt for denying Jesus in    
the house of the High Priest. Peter, knowing the love Jesus has for his brothers and sisters thinks he’s 
getting off easy with a slap on the wrist for not following Jesus to the crucifixion and denying his 
friendship. 
 

For Jesus to cook breakfast for the Apostles was a special moment. They must have remembered that 
this was the same Lord who had wrapped a towel around his waist and washed their feet at the Last 
Supper. Some things never change, and that’s why we say, Jesus is “the same yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow.” Although he has gone through death and has the freedom of life-beyond-death, he still keeps 
that human touch, a down-to-earth relationship with those who are his friends. All of these, his friends, 
who had abandoned him. He has forgiven them by his death and resurrection. 
 

Is it not surprising that Peter never actually apologizes, in so many words? For the average person it’s 
hard to accept that “Love means never having to say you’re sorry.” When the woman washed his feet 
with her tears Jesus said, “Her many sins are forgiven her because she loves much.” Peter could have 
spent the rest of his life confessing his sins or he could simply open his heart and say aloud what he felt, 
that he was sorry and really did love Jesus. However, he was not direct and complicated the apology with 
a redirected question. “Lord you know that I love you; Don’t you?, knowing full well that Jesus loved him. 
Jesus loves all of us unconditionally. He offers us opportunity after opportunity to seek forgiveness as we 
confess that we are sorry for our sins. But, do we like Peter, take for granted Jesus’ love and are not 
willing to testify that we love the Lord in reconciliation and prayer. 
 

So, you may be wondering why Jesus chose him to lead the Church. Simon Peter, because of his 
failures and being humbled by them, was the ideal person to choose to lead the others. He had frowned 
at the idea of Jesus washing his feet, but once he saw what it meant he welcomed this sign of loving 
service and humility. Because of his own misgivings and denial, he could not afford to point his finger at 
others weaknesses, he now had the compassion needed in a religious leader. To be a leader like Jesus, 
was to be of service to others not judging but showing compassion to the sinner. The Lord makes a clear 
and profound statement to Peter and to us about growing in spiritual wisdom and faithfulness. When we 
are young and haphazard we just go about doing our own thing. But when we mature we will come to 
depend on the wisdom of others. “Follow Me”, Jesus asks of us. Following Christ means we have to 
totally depend on Him, in our growing in faith, in our call to discipleship, and our journey to salvation.     
He is the Truth, the Life and the Way. 
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