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July 24, 2022  Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Jesus says in today’s Gospel, “And I tell you, ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you.”  
 
If we were to take this statement of Jesus in a very literal way, we could easily conclude that Jesus will give us anything we 
ask for.  But we know this is not what happens.  I know every one of us has prayed hard for this or that, to win the lottery 
etc., and when the request was not answered in the way we wanted.  We just ask Why Lord?  Did we simply not pray with 
strong enough faith?  We are taught to believe Jesus will do whatever we ask of Him when we pray for something with all 
our might. 
 
Prayer must be something more than simply getting the goods. This is what Jesus is showing us in today’s gospel. Now 
when we first hear Jesus’ words, they seem to confirm a magical notion of prayer. He says, “Ask and you will receive. Seek 
and you will find. Knock and the door will be opened to you.” But if we look at these words more carefully, we’ll see that any 
magical notion is dispelled. Jesus says, “Ask and you will receive.” But he does not say, “Ask and you will receive what you 
asked for, that’s what we think.” 
 
Jesus promises that if we pray, if we ask for something, we will receive something. But what we receive is in the hands of 
God. This is why I think simply the most important words in today’s gospel is the words, “Our Father.” Payer is talking to 
God, but not as the creator or the all-powerful Supreme being. Prayer is talking to God as our father who loves us. 
Therefore, in the deepest sense, prayer is bringing what we need to God and then trusting our father to give it to us. 
 
Even when our prayers are not answered, a couple of things always happen when we pray. The first is we remember who 
we are as Christians and pray sincerely. When we pray, we remember that we are not the center of the universe. When we 
pray, we realize that God is the center of the universe, and that for all of our efforts and endeavors we need to trust in God’s 
plan. We need to believe that God will bless us with good things, as he directs our lives. The next thing that happens when 
we pray is we grow more understanding of God’s action in our life “Thy will be done”. Because prayer reminds us that God is 
active, the person who prays sees life in a new way and is more attentive to the blessings and the graces that occur in our 
lives and in the lives of others. Therefore, every time we pray, we remember who we are and we grow more knowledgeable 
of God’s grace from the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Gospel plainly says, “If you then, who are wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will   
the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.  When we look at this contextually, and within the context    
of everything that Jesus has taught us, it’s important to know that there is one thing and one thing only for which we ought  
to pray, “Thy Will Be Done”.  And when we pray for this one thing, we can be assured of receiving it when we pray in faith.  
Whatever we receive, we know it’s the will of God. If we sincerely and wholeheartedly ask for and seek the will of God, we 
can be certain that our Lord will give us the Holy Spirit and that the Holy Spirit will, in turn, lead us into the will of God for  
our lives.  The problem is that too often we end up praying that “MY will be done” rather than “THY will be done.”  This is    
an important difference. 
 
True prayer is ultimately about trust and surrender to God.  We trust in His perfect plan and surrender to that perfect plan in 
our lives.  When we do this, we can be assured that the Lord will hear and answer this perfect prayer. So, Jesus, teaches us 
this simple prayer, let us reflect, this week, upon that simple supplication in the Lord’s Prayer; Thy will be done!   May we 
strive to trust in God’s perfect plan for our lives and do all we can to surrender to it.  With The Lord’s Prayer, we can be 
assured that the Holy Spirit will come to us, leading us to do God’s will. 
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